Preparing Scientific Posters
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Scientific Poster

Tool to communicate research clearly, concisely, and
fairly quickly, with visual elements serving to direct
attention to overall rationale and main findings.




Scientific Poster

Poster with good design, clear written content, along with @
strong oral presentation, can help present a strong cohesive
message about your research.

Specific considerations: scientfific field, type of meeting
(Infernational / National / Regional / Local), audience you
target, formats available.

Tool to advance your conceptualization of your project. Can
be used to invite feedback or collaboration.
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— Sixty-eight participants (47% female), age 8-25 years (M = 16.85, SD = 5.21).
Standardized 1Q (M = 109.21, SD = 11.93) did not correlate with age (p = 0.76).
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and were also less prone to false associative recognition (p < 0.001).
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Preparing a Scientific Poster

d Style

* Find a template (Lab / Department / School) you like
» Look at complete posters to get ideas about style

d General Stylistic tips:

Lots of white space

Elements that are aligned, not too close, evenly spaced

Limited use of color

Judicious use of features to differentiate sections: fonts, bolding, size
Easy-to-read fonts: Sans serif (Helvetica) > serif fonts (Cambria)
Minimal use of outlines, boxes, color backgrounds

When possible — use figures and photos



J Message

e AsSsess

— Why are you presenting? Target audience?

* Develop Content

— Title, Authors & Institutional Affiliations

« Organize

Review

White Space?

Legible text/graphics?
Consistent text/graphics?
Logical flow?

Defined research question?
Defined research methods?
Clear take home message?

Background & Research Question(s) Credit:

Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgments o Co-authors, affiliations
o Institute Logos

o acknowledgements

O O O O O OO O O

Extract important ideas, Create a logical flow

— Avoid wordiness, unnecessary jargon, and abbreviations

» Keep text fewer than 10 lines long
 List info with bullet points
« Emphasize key words with boldface or italics but avoid underlining)

* Design

Page Setup: 46" — 50" x 40"

Graphics: Simple, consistent in scale, properly labeled, legible

Text Format: max. 2 fonts; Title >72 pt.; Headings 30 and 60 pt.; Min. 16 pt.
Colors: Use a light color for backgrounds and a dark color for text.

White Space: Divide section logically by using white space. (edit!)



d Communicate
Be Prepared & Engage the Audience

One- or two-minute mini speech (the “elevator talk”)

“Would you like to hear about my research for a minute or two?”

Offer to answer questions, and if you don’t know an answer just admit it and
speculate with the person or ask what he/she might do. Point to figures and
use them in your explanation.

Check with your audience to make sure they understand the technical
aspects of the explanations (for example, “Are you familiar with... ?”)

Check regularly to make sure they're following what you're saying ("Does
that make sense?”).

Use Your Voice

To convey your ideas effectively, you need to speak with confidence.

LE 1] L1}

High volume, slow, avoid “um,” “uh,” “like,” “you know,” “okay”

On the spot
— Mobilize, hang, bring pen/notebook, printouts?
— Dress code
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